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Begone Unbelief.
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1.      That glorious  day  is  drawing  nigh, When Zion’s light shall   come;
         She shall  a - rise and shine on  high, Bright as the morn - ing   sun.
D.C. Christ, like a comely bride adorn’d, All glorious shall de  -  scend.
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2.      The ho - ly bright mu - si - cian band, Who play on harps  of gold,
         In    ho - ly   or - der,  see  they stand, Fair  Sa - lem  to   be - hold.
D.C. Such shouts thro’ earth’s extensive plains Were never heard before.�
3.      Like  ap - ples  fair his  beauties  are, To feed and cheer the mind,
         No   earth - ly fruit can   so  re - cruit,  Nor   flagons  full   of   wine.
D.C. In raptures sweet, and bliss complete, They feast and never cloy.
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And wakes the gen’ral doom,

The sun  to dark-ness  turns,

And lift their ghast - ly eyes,
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Th’archangel sounds the dreadful trump,

Blush - es of  blood  the  moon  de - face;

Start  from  the mon -  u - men - tal  bed,
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1.  Be - hold! with aw - ful  pomp, The Judge pre-pares to come;

2.  Na  -  ture, in  wild  a  -  maze, Her dis - so - lu - tion mourns;

3.  The   liv - ing  look with dread, The fright - ed dead a  -  rise,

�
1.  Be - hold! with aw - ful  pomp, The Judge pre-pares to come;

2.  Na  -  ture, in  wild  a  -  maze, Her dis - so - lu - tion mourns;

3.  The   liv - ing  look with dread, The fright - ed dead a  -  rise,
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Abraham Wood, 1789.C Major. Joseph Hart, 1762.
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Sweet responses still re - peat - ing:  Je - sus,  Je - sus!   is  their  theme.

Tho’ by faith I now ex - plore you,   I’ll  en  -  joy   you   soon  on   high.�©
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1.  Death shall not destroy my comfort, Christ shall guide me thro’ the gloom; Down he’ll send some heav’nly convoy, To es - cort my  spir -  it  home.

2.  See   the   hap  - py  spir -  its  wait - ing,   On the banks beyond the stream!

3.  Worlds of light and crowns  of  glo -  ry,   Far   a  - bove  yon  az - ure  sky,©
Cho.  O halle - lu - jah, how I love my Savior! O  halle - lu - jah,  that  I  do!    Hal-le-lu-jah, how I love my Savior!
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1.  As birds their in - fant brood pro - tect, And spread their wings to shelter them; Thus saith the Lord   to   his   e - lect,   So     will    I      guard Je - ru - sa - lem.
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2.  There, tho’ be - sieg’d on ev’ - ry   side,  Yet much be - lov’d and guarded    well;   From age to age   they have   de - fied   The  ut - most force of   earth and hell.
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3.  Let  earth  re - pent, and hell de - spair,  This cit - y   hath  a   true   de - fense;
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Preface

The original inspiration for The Shenandoah Harmony was to create a
collection of the best songs compiled, printed, and published by
Ananias Davisson from 1816 to 1826 in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia. These works include ve editions of the Kentucky Harmony
and three editions of A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony. The
Kentucky Harmony combined composed songs with arranged folk
tunes of the era. A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony was an
innovative book containing spiritual folk songs based on the oral
traditions of the area and camp-meeting songs, which had recently
become popular. These were collected and set in parts by Davisson
himself and other musicians, singing school masters, and tunebook
compilers in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia. Davisson’s
publications, like other tunebooks of the region, were printed in
four-shape notation.

Davisson, who was born in 1780 in Shenandoah County, Virginia and
died in Rockingham County, Virginia in 1857, was at the crossroads of
this unique American music. He bene ted from the efforts of numerous
others, including William Billings, who composed the rst entirely
English-language book of American music, The New-England Psalm-
Singer (1770); William Little and William Smith, who published the rst
shape-note tunebook, The Easy Instructor (1801); and John Wyeth,
who combined spiritual folk songs and New England tunes into the
in uential and economically successfulWyeth’s Repository of Sacred
Music, Part Second (1813).

Davisson’s contributions to southern folk hymnody, as well as his
commercial success, derived from his ability to select tunes that were
deeply appealing. His choices in uenced, to a greater or lesser degree,

many other tunebooks that followed. These included, but were not
limited to, Samuel Metcalf’s The Kentucky Harmonist (1818), Allen
D. Carden’s The Missouri Harmony (1820), William Moore’s
Columbian Harmony (1825), William Walker’s Southern Harmony
(1835), and William Caldwell’s Union Harmony (1837).

In compiling The Shenandoah Harmony, the music committee chose
to complement and expand upon Davisson’s song selections with
compelling tunes from these and other sources in the singing-school
repertoire. Thousands of tunes were reviewed from a wide variety of
sources: Southern and Mid-Atlantic tunebooks from the nineteenth
century; selections from New England composers from the late
eighteenth to early nineteenth century, some presented here for the
rst time in shape-note notation; and works by living composers in the

shape-note singing community. Our intent was to compile an eclectic
and serviceable tunebook that can function both in small groups and in
a convention or all-day singing. With few exceptions, we have not
included songs from The Sacred Harp, 1991 Edition.

Many of these songs were composed, but others were arranged from
melodies that had been enjoyed for hundreds of years as dance tunes,
love ballads, tavern songs, and sea-faring songs by everyday folk. Their
pairing with religious texts saved many of these songs from oblivion
and often made them even more powerful. We hope our efforts will
constitute a successful musical experience for all singers who love this
music.

—The Music Committee

“When our circumstances are prosperous, and our spirits in a cheerful frame, we love to express our joy in songs, and improve it by the
expression [thereof ]. On the other hand; if our souls are bowed down with sorrow and af iction, we still nd a soothing balm, an alleviation of
our wo, in musical sounds adapted to the tone of our melancholy feelings.” —Ananias Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, Ed.2, 1817, page 154.
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How to Sing from This Book
Using shaped notes. Shape-note music is read in substantially
the same way as standard music notation, with the addition of shaped
noteheads. The four-shape system we use was rst devised by Little
and Smith in Philadelphia in 1799. Each note in the scale has a
corresponding shape and syllable: fa, sol, la, mi. A song is sung rst
using the shape-note syllables and then the verses. Examples of major
and minor scales in shapes are as follows:

6
Sol

�
La

�
Mi

�
La

�
Fa

�
Fa

� �
Fa

6
Sol

�
C Major.

Fa

6
Sol

�
La

�
G Major.�
Fa

6
Sol

�
La

�
Mi

�
Fa

{
La

�
Fa

�
SolMi

�
Fa

�
Sol

{
La

�
Fa

�
Sol

{
La

{
A Minor.

La

�
Mi

� {
E Minor.�
La

��
Fa

�
Sol

{
La

The rst note of a major scale always has a triangle-shaped notehead
which is sung “fa.” The minor scale starts with a rectangle shape, sung
“la.” These shaped noteheads help singers learn the patterns of whole
and half steps that make up musical scales. Intervals between the
shapes are the same in any key, major or minor: the interval preceding
fa is always a half step; the other shapes are preceded by whole steps.
When encountering sharps (♯) or ats (♭), singers may change the
vowel sound used with a shape: a sharp sol is a si (see), a sharp fa is a
(fee), a at mi is a may and a at la is a lay. When singing a minor tune,
many singers will raise the sixth scale degree half a step, as has been
done traditionally, even when a sharp is not written. This practice
varies by region, singer, and speci c musical instance.

Where to sit and what to sing. In groups
both large and small, the tenors, basses, altos, and
trebles are arranged clockwise in a hollow square
facing inward. We recommend that new singers begin
singing the melody. This is the tenor part, or lead, tenor

trebleba
ss

alto

leader
☟

�

�

TREBLE.

ALTO.

TENOR.

BASS.

�
�
�
�

which is found on the second line of the musical score
from the bottom. This part is sung by both men and
women in high and low octaves. The top line of the
staff is the treble part, which is sung by both men and
women with high voices. Men with low voices sing the
bass part, the bottom line of the staff. On four-part
songs, low-voiced women sing the alto part, the sec-
ond line from the top. On three-part songs, we encour-
age the altos to sing the bass line in their octave; we
have added high choosing notes to some bass parts for
this purpose. On two-part songs, tenor and treble sing
the top part and bass and alto sing the bottom part.

Songs with unusual arrangements of parts are marked. Singers can
move to a higher or lower part as desired or as suits their voice.

Style and rhythm. This music is sung vigorously, in full voice,
with no vibrato. There is a marked pulse, or accent, on the rst and
third beats in 4/4 time, the rst beat in 2/2, 2/4, 3/2, 3/4, 3/8, and 9/8 time,
and the rst and fourth beats in 6/8 and 6/4 time. This keeps the class
together and can add more interest to the tune. All parts should enter
promptly and con dently on fuguing tunes. Basses should be especially
aware, as they usually enter rst.

Certain characteristics distinguish many of these tunes: Each part has
an independent, melodic character. Parts frequently cross with, for
example, the treble singing below the alto, or the tenor below the bass.
Harmonies feature open fths and octaves.

Shape-note singing is a living tradition; the best way to learn is to sing
with different groups of people. In particular, singing from The Sacred
Harp has formed our concept and love of this music. We recommend
listening to a variety of recordings, especially from the South, where
the music has been sung continuously for almost two hundred years.

Over many generations, singing communities have developed various
unwritten vocal ornaments, rhythmic alterations, and even reharmoni-



zations. As a result, a singer may well be heard singing something other
than what is on the page and not be in error.

How songs are keyed. The pitch for each song is set by an
experienced singer, who sings the starting chord. The pitch is chosen
for the convenience of the singers, often lower than written. The tonic
triad is the starting chord of most songs in this book. It contains the
rst, third, and fth note of the scale (in each song, the nal note of the

bass part is the rst note of the scale). Once the pitch is given, the
group, or class, sounds the opening chord before the song begins. In
this tradition, musical instruments are not typically used as accom-
paniment or to set the pitch.

Leading a song. Singers generally take turns choosing and
leading songs themselves throughout the singing session. Leaders
begin by clearly announcing their song’s page number. Songs are
generally not repeated within a day of singing—we encourage singers
to fully explore the book. Indicating verses and repeats before singing
can help the class. Leaders limit the number of verses and repeats to
suit the time and energy of the class. Standing in the center of the
square, leaders set an appropriate tempo while facing the tenors.
Anyone is welcome to lead; the front row of the tenors will be happy to
assist. It is traditional to connect with the tenors by singing their part
when leading, but this is not required.

Leaders set and keep the tempo by “beating time” with clearly visible
downward and upward motions of the hand. It helps the class stay
together if other singers, especially the front row of the tenors, beat
time as well. The following time signatures can be led with two beats to
a measure: 2/2, 4/4, 2/4, 6/4, 6/8. The hand moves down on the rst beat
and up on the second. When there are three beats in a measure (3/2,
3/4, 3/8, 9/8) the hand moves down on the rst beat, down on the
second beat, and up on the third.

Page layout. After each song title is the poetic meter. Each song
is marked on the left with the key signature and the author of the
poetry; on the right is the composer or earliest known source of the
music and the year of its composition (if known) or rst publication.
For example, the tune below, WHEN JESUS WEPT, was rst published
by William Billings in 1770. The text, attributed to Perez Morton, is in
long meter (L. M.). The source we have used for typesetting and page
number in that source is found on the upper left corner; see page 92 for
a list of source abbreviations. The code “NEPS 56” means that we
typeset the song from page 56 of The New-England Psalm-Singer.

Practice round. Here is a round to practice singing shape-note
music. Singers are divided into four parts. Each group enters when the
preceding group has reached the heavy bar marked “2.”
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William Billings, 1770.F♯ Minor. Attr. Perez Morton, 1770.

WHEN JESUS WEPT. L. M.
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